Birth order effects in second-generation alcoholics.
The effects of birth-order position (first-, middle- and last-born) in intact families with three children on the psychopathology scores of second-generation alcoholics were examined by administering the MMPI to 90 alcoholic sons of alcoholic parents. Analyses of variance (ANOVAs) applied to the individual MMPI scale scores revealed a consistent pattern of results: first borns evidenced significantly less exaggerated psychopathology scores than both groups of later borns. Most of the extreme scale scores obtained within this population of alcoholics were obtained from the later borns. Implications for previous generalizations about the alcoholic children of alcoholic parents are discussed.